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Introduction:-

In this political novel ‘The City and the River,’rdn Joshi presents the malpractices in which pewé&ling
political power indulge and the ways in which peppkspond to them. Taxonomically speaking, the
malpractices presented here are of two kinds: thénmactices presented here are of retain powertaad
malpractices resorted in order to eliminate diss€he responses of the victims range from totaleswter to
uncompromising resistance. So far as the malpesctiesorted in order to acquire and retain polificaver
presented here are concerned, the first of thethes imalpractice of manipulating people and incisem order
to lift oneself to the apex by giving the impressthat one is very popular and that it is the peegho want to
have power. The Grand Master, the ruler in the ha@rganized rallies in his support to give the regsion that
he is loved by his subjects and he makes the Ma§tBrade propose in the meeting of the “SupremencCi’
that he be a king, and argue,’ that it is in therest of the people, rather than that of the GMasdter Another
malpractice, in which a person wielding politicawer indulges, as presented in ‘The City and theeRiis
that he tries to ensure that his descendant susd¢eed In this novel, the Rallies Master to organiallies also
for the Grand Master's son so that people may gdtieeimpression that he too has endeared himsdlid
masses, as the Rallies Master tells the journdhstd now, journalist, | must gather rallies notlyifior the
Grand Master but also for his son as well. The wityst face its final humiliation and | must be nstent to
it.” Another political malpractice in the novel ike ruler's making people regard himself as th#gonaln the
novel the Astrologer identifies the Grand Mastethwthe river that is the symbol of the ruler and tiation
respectively, when he says to the Headman: Do mrag khe Great Yogeshwara into this, Headman. Ak is
that you also swear to the Grand Master. He andjtéat river are one. His words remind us of theed®n
that Louis XIV of France made, viz, that he himse#s the state. Another malpractice presentedibaenee of
keeping oneself in the seat of power with the leglguns and thus using the Army and the Policeclviaire
expected to protect the state from external aretnial aggressions, in order to protect oneself fex@n the
dissenters. The logic that is advanced in ordejustify the mischievous approach lies embodied ha t
following arguments of the commissioner of the Bssbr: If you ask me, the New Era is not enoughatMle
need is a violent clean-up. But the people too tiigitome violent? The people do not have the gDnbk. we
can afford guns, not that we should use them (fiythang other than securing justice for the po@&u} the
whole city is poor, the Professor pointed out. Tikavhy need more guns. The might sound absurdheutact
is that the poorer a city is the more guns its govent needs.(82) The novelist also shows the mitkriging
in the malpractice of giving ministerial posts adrpons for political reasons rather than for thaients and
capabilities. For instance, the post of the EdocaAdviser has been given in the novel to a pekgba has
won the support of students and teachers, whogmsuhe Grand Master wants to win, and talentamability
is not taken into consideration at all. The bolstéte Professor: “When the Grand Master inaugdrite New
Era the Astrologer advised him to appoint the EtanaAdviser to the Council. That was the only walfy
keeping his stock-brigades from joining hands it boatmen.”(35-36) Giving posts for political $eas is
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likely to encourage politics rather than bring @#ncy in the administration. The novelist's usespiritualism
is being used as a narcotic to keep people homatesseminds one of the religions, which, as Kaariput it,
was made to work as opium. Another political matfice hinted at in the novel is the authorities’nipallating
the prices and the traded of commodities in ordearn money for the state or for oneself. It is thalpractice
that has been hinted at in the following piece afiversation between Pinstripe and the MinisterTiade
Pinstripe went on: In the light of the approachifgstival of the River cooking oil can bring in ekest
revenues. Princes can be pushed very high if theéuat of the Gold Mines is cornered. | shall do tWhzan do.
(64) The narrator is laughing at the ways of thigmras there is no point in arresting a boatmarhie wife’'s
arrest for having cuckolded her husband. Likewéselown is there only to make people laugh anchseetis
no point in arresting a clown for laughing. Moregvaughing is an innocent exercise and one indglgn it
does not deserve any punishment. It is evidentitieaboatmen are arrested not because to have itiechigny
crime but because they have refused to take thedadatllegiance to the Grand Master and have raasegice
of dissent against the Grand Master's hypocritemahouncement of the beginning of ‘The Era of Ultiena
Greatness. It is almost impossible for people gym find facts through the newspaper and the réalifond
them in a country where such a situation is préwailHere people can know only the establishmergioe of
facts. Since most people are too credulous toudisthe press and the radio, they are misled intefing the
establishment version and taking fiction as factthe novel, the Grand Master and his men are saftdan
spreading the fiction that Master Bhoma has hatchembnspiracy to unseat the Grand Master. Another
malpractice adopted to discourage dissent is thiadi@ssing the dissenters and causing them inooenvees in
one form or another. It is this malpractice thag baen highlighted in the novel when the Grand btagtts the
boatman’s musical instruments destroyed only becaeshimself has antipathy to music. (48) He useséan
in his public speech when he says: “In the darkméssght there has come a new wave of deadly assas
Daggers in hand they have crept of their holesyHtalk the night, determined to strike at the et of our
lives, at the very heart of the man whose heartbktite city itself.”(99) A barbarous malpracticéopted here
in order to suppress dissent is one of disablimgdissenters. This malpractice has taken the fdrblirding
the Headman, the lady chief of the boatmen. Thelémt has been reported by the narrator in thevoetig
words: “During the night the guards pierced the diran’s eyes with long pointed needles and pourbliaio
the perforations.” (164) The Headman gives one raogement against the policy of population contrds it
not true, Astrologer, that the city’s granaries a? And is it not a fact that out of the mud pé&othe city
shall always extract work equal to what it feedenth even as it is done to the animals?” One may hav
reservations while agreeing to accept these argianeunt one cannot justify efforts to restrict grewth of one
single who is supported by the majority of thezeitis. One more political malpractice to discourdigsent
adopted here is that of laying the blame for ewsrlyappy incident at the dissenter’s door irrespeatieasures
and, thus, try to direct edge of people’s angematols the dissenters. The fact comes to light wmenfiods the
Grand Master blaming every boatman for his haviegrbused the Police and the Army against the 1&tter
forces us to beat him with sticks and fired bulletsl lasers into him. He forces us to call outAlmy.” The
novelist is ironical here and is laughing at therg-doer’'s blaming the victim for the wrongs heapedthe
latter. Since this resolution is not transformetb iaction, it is surrender in resolution and scemporary
adoption of the path of non-resistance. The padih Bhumiputra, the Grand-father, the ProfessornGlaand
Shailja’s brother adopt is one of resistance ahdfahem in one way or the other resist the Grifakter is
taking in order to gain more power. The resistasfd@e victims presented in the novel is broadlyved kinds:
passive and active. Those who do nothing to couhtemeasures of the Grand Master but at the senee t
refuse to surrender can be called passive resetelrshose measures can be called active resisterGrand-
father’s resistance is an illustration of the passesistance as he does nothing to counter thesnolvthose
wielding power but only keeps Bhumiputra at hiserfsrm and puts a few obstructions in the way efRblice
Commissioner and his son when they come to arrésimiutra as a result of which he gets his house
destroyed and loses his life along with Bhumipflina. active resistance presented in the novel isagawo
kinds: physical and intellectual. The resistancahafse who take up arms against the oppressoryisigath
active resistance while the resistance of those silnply educate people and explain to them whatrang
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with the Grand Master’s policies is intellectuatiae resistance. For instance, the resistance efbtlatmen
who take up arms to fight oppression and defend thiay of living is physical active resistance. Bie
resistance of Bhumiputra, who tells people the syialstory of the naked king, is intellectual aetiresistance.
Since this form of resistance is the most effectise, it can be safely concluded that the novsteds for it
more than for any other form. This novel embodies view that one who misuses political power cannot
escape undergoing punishment for it even if he eeats in eliminating all his opponents. In the npvel
punishment comes to the offender from nature. Bliengh none of the men rising against the Grandt&fdas
succeeds in removing him as the Headman is bliadedater, deserted by her own followers, Bhomaigy
people that the king is naked comes to a stop vileecomes to stay with the Grand-father and, laterdes
when the Son demolishes the Grand-father's housa iattempt to arrest him, the Professor diesrasudt of
his fast unto death in prison, and Shailja’s broih@molates himself. One feels that when humandsimve
failed, Nature used water, one of the elementputosh the guilty. The fact signifies that the nateosits his
faith in, what has come to be known as, the Divinstice. Now the question comes whether the naweiges
a solution to the problem as to what kind of pcditisystem is safe for the people. Since the nsivisliexposing
how a democratic establishment can be misused guidced by dictatorship, it is evident that he dsafor
neither dictatorship nor democracy. The coursaa@mflents included in the novel signify that thevelist likes
to have a political system in which the ruler dnesoppress people, as when the Professor is tyings death
bed he has hope: “There will be no Grand Mastenerd will be a new world; a new race of men willdoen.”
Besides call as to what kind of political systenbeétter than a democratic system. It signifies thatnovelist
does not suggest any alternative political systetshes to have one in which there is no oppoassthis
novel has few weaknesses. This prophecy is an @mbeat of the view that the incidents are occurimghe
novel because they are destined to occur. Bueifribidents are destined to occur the persons \whea to be
making them, occur cannot be held responsibleifemtand so deserve neither rewards nor punishrfiemts
them. One cannot lie at the door of the autharitie one knows that they are destined to grow aladkthe
“shadow’s mark” is destined to reach the wallshef tity. Likewise, since the prophecy includesghediction.
“The hermit, the parrot, the teacher die,” the i$i@@l sufferings of the persons opposing the kngays falil
to become pathetic because one knows that thagstraments in the hands of fate and are destimeliet One
deserves punishment for a misdeed only if one hasen to do it of one’s absolutely free will. If entident
has already been prophesied, it is evident thaisodeing a deed as an instrument rather than @s@mwn free
will with the result that none of the characterseatges either any praise. Another weakness of dkielris the
novelist’'s showing what the Grand Master is notutiac to him alone but is a phenomenon that oceigain
and again when the Great Yogeshwara tells hispglesciOne gets the impression that the fault lieswith a
person but with the chair because if the fault badn with a particular person, there would haven bee
repetition. In other words, this reminds one of ffapular sayings that power corrupts everybody. And
everybody occupying the position of the Grand Maatel behaves like this Grand Master, who makesélim
king in the novel, cannot be regarded as guiltyd Krhe is not guilty at all that he has to occurogver comes
to the chair of the Grand Master, there is no pwittlaming him for it. A hero or a protagonist ltashave free
will and is to be presented as facing misfortuneaccount of having chosen a wrong path rather tiramight
one. Unless this is done the hero cannot be chargchaving done any wrong. Such utterances ashting
order where disorder has been prevailing. Anotlieh assage is the following one: “So let not felaow
confusion in your heart. Whatever happens the kolichot forsake you, nor will work be fruitless.f@his you
can be certain.” Such utterances as those givelgdupe and enlightenment and the readers of Hnglis
literature are not likely to let them die.
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